2009 Breed Pen Setup

Becca Pickard ~ Age 15 Sr. Division 
Pen 1
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Name: Flash ~ 2008
Leg-band Color/Number: Green 30
Strengths: 
· He has decent type. 
· He has excellent color.
· He has very good Posture/Carriage.
· He has a decent bill length. 
Weaknesses: 

· He doesn’t express the crested gene.
· He has a very submissive personality, which could cause breeding problems/infertile eggs. 
· He has black on his bill.
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Name: Anne ~ 2005 
Leg-band Color/Number: Blue 82
· Strengths: 
· She carries the crested gene
· She has good color

Weaknesses:

· She has a small lop-crest.
· She doesn’t have very good type.
· She doesn’t have very good Posture/Carriage.
· She is light under her tail.
· She has a long bill.
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Name: Grace ~ 2005
Leg-band Color/Number: Blue 81
Strengths:

· She does carry the crested gene.
· She has an excellent crest. 
· She has very good color.
Weaknesses

· She doesn’t have the best type.
· Her bill is longer then wanted.
· She has a light under-line.
Intended Outcome and Explanation:

In pen one I am breeding these calls together in order to hatch out ducklings that both carry the gene and have superior type. The reason I am breeding a male that doesn’t carry that gene with two females that do carry the gene is to reduce the amount of dead-in-shell ducklings. This move will reduce the size of the crests on the ducklings, but the goal this year is to increase the amount of ducks I have to work with.  By using a male with excellent type, I will improve the type of the ducklings. 
Pen 2
[image: image4.jpg]


Name: Snowball ~ 2008
Leg-band Color/Number: Green 29
Strengths:

· He does carry the crested gene.
· He has excellent color.

Weaknesses:

· He doesn’t have very good type.
· He’s larger then wanted
· He has a large bill.
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Name: Lacy ~ 2008
Leg-band Color/Number: Green 32
Strengths:

· She has very good type.
· She has very good Posture/Carriage.
· She has very good bill color.

· She has very good bill length. 

Weaknesses:

· She doesn’t express the crested gene.
· She’s light under her tail and throat.
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Name: Lily ~ 2008
Leg-band Color/Number: Green 35
Strengths:
· She has very good type.
· She has very good bill color
· She has very good bill length. 
· She lays 5-6 eggs weekly.
Weaknesses:

· She doesn’t express the crested gene; however, she might be a carrier.

· She has a light under-line.
Intended Outcome and Explanation:

In pen two I am breeding these calls together in order to hatch out ducklings with superior type and that carry the gene. If you breed two calls that have the gene, you will get 25% dead in shell, 50% that carry the gene, but might or might not show the crest, and 25% that don’t have the crested gene. If you breed a gene carrier with a non-gene carrier, you would get 50% gene carriers and 50% non carriers. Another interesting point is that although the first breeding method of using a crested parent to a crested parent has a 25% death rate, the ducklings with crests, generally have larger crests, verses the second breeding method of using the crested parent to the non crested parent, where the crests are usually smaller, a trait that is not desirable at the shows. In both, however, you get the same outcome of gene carriers.
